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THE AMERICAN RURAL SCHOOL 


SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR ITS IMPROVEMENT 


ation. No real progress and no last ng 
improvement in any line of life is possible 
id except through the better education of 
people. The deepest meaning of democracy 
is equality of opportunity. This is impos 


sible without equality of opportunity for 
that education which prepares for life, for 
tizenship, and for productive oecupa- 
tions. Therefore the right education of all 
people becomes our chief concern, and 
to provide better and more adequate means 
thereto must be the most important task of 
society and state. Among the agencies of 
education the public school may, I believe 
fairly be considered the most important. 
Since almost three fifths of the children 
of school age live in the open country and 
n small towns under rural conditions, and 


more than three fifths of the enrollment in 


the public schools of the nation is in the 
public schools of rural communities, the 
rural public school represents the larger 
half of the public school problem. Sinee 
the drifting of population from country to 


ity is approximately 400,000 a vear and 


that from city to country is almost n 

gible, the city is interested in the schools of 

the country in a manner and to a degree 
which do not obtain in the reverse dirs 

_— tion. Sinee only two thirds of the peopl 

1 Address given by Dr. P. P. Claxton, United 
States Commissioner of Edueation, as vice-pres 
lent and chairman of Section L, American Ass 
> ition for the Advancement of Science, P de 


| phia, December 31, 1914 
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suggests a real inverse correlation between 
the number of students graduated and the 
number who obtained the doctor’s degree. At 
Bowdoin the number of graduates increased 
er cent., while the ratio of those 


about 63° pr 
who took the doctor’s degree dropped one half; 
at Nebraska the number of graduates quad- 
ruy | d, but the number who took the docté r’s 
degree only a little more than doubled, ac- 
cording to Table II1., while at Harvard and 
f graduates almost 
doubled in each institution, the proportionate 
increase in the doctors of philosophy was but 
io per cent. and 30 per cent., respectively. 


on for such an inverse relation could 


} 
mbi 


Bowd 


Amberst 


Subjects and 
relatives, de 
prees 26 04 OD ot Al () 
Subjects, cle 
vwrees: rela- 
tives, percents 12 Ov 14 AS | 


be determined only by a much more elaborate 
study than the present one, but there can be 
no gainsaying the facts. We might assume 
an inverse relation between the size of a col- 
lege class and a hospitabl 


attitude toward 


things of the mind. The larger the class, the 
zreater the mob spirit and the less inclination 
toward things scholastic, but, whatever ex- 
planation might be offered, the material pre- 


men at all the institutions in the country, it woul 
mean an ultimate decrease in the proportion of 
such men on college faculties. For example, if 
Harvard hac 


} 


take the advanced training and had sought to re 


1 depended upon her own graduates to 


cruit her faculty from them, the situation in the 
second decade would have been as follows: An in 
erease of about 2,000 in the number of graduates, 
but of only 9 in the number who took the Ph.D. 
degree. It is true, of course, that the fitness of 
the Ph.D. men to instruct the ordinary college 
undergraduate has often been called in question, 


but that is another matter. 
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sented in Tables II. and III. clearly indicates 
that the great increase in the student body at 
some of the institutions studied has not meant 
a proportionate increase in the number of thos: 


who seek the more advanced type of intel- 
lectual training and obtain the doctor’s degree. 
An application of the more refined statistical 
methods to the data in hand confirms what 
Tables II. and II]. suggest. I worked out the 
coefficients of correlation for each college ac- 
hod, taking, first, 


cording to the Pearson met 


the total number of graduates each year as 
the subject and the number of Ph.D. men 
] 


each year, less those in the first decade with 


degrees after 1900, as the relative, and sec- 
IV 
z “ = F: P 2 = z é 
S a >» = j » «¢ : 24 
ss z & > 2 = ~ = _ 
— = ~ = ry = - ~ 
== = 5S s 7 = = = 
13 +.58 9 + .49 34 +56 9 | 4-29 4 7 
77 —.27 j $2) —.59 1 0 10 —.03 4 


ondly, the same subject and th’ per cent. 
which the Ph.D. men were of their respective 
The entire material is 


hardly of sufficient interest to be presented 


classes as the relative. 


here, but the coefficients are given in Table IV. 

An inspection of the first row of this table 
indicates that in all but two eases, viz., Colby 
and Lafayette, the correlation is positive, and 
while the coefficients in most cases are low, 
too low to infer a causal relation in a strict 
sense, we may assume that the increase in 
the size of the classes did have a real bearing 
upon the increase in the actual number who 
took the doctor’s degree. This is borne out 
by the fact that in all these cases where the 
coefficient is positive more of the Ph.D. de- 
grees were from classes above the average in 
In the two 
negative cases, more Ph.D. degrees were from 


number than from those below. 


classes below the average and consequently 


the suggestion of an inverse correlation is 
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